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Former Parsons Elementary PTO President Indicted for Theft

An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has resulted in the indictment of Mallory Parrish, the
former president of the Parsons Elementary Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) in Decatur County.

Investigators determined that Parrish stole at least $2,193 from the
PTO between January 1, 2016 and October 15, 2018, when she Ll . il e
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resigned as the PTO President. - ELEMENTARY

Parrish stole the money by making $1,000 worth of
undocumented cash withdrawals, making unauthorized personal
purchases totaling $715 at Walmart, and failing to deposit $478 in
cash collected during a fundraising event. In October 2018,
Parrish paid back $1,000 to the PTO, leaving a total cash shortage
of $1,193.

to herself, and she used PTO funds for questionable purchases totaling an additional $1,097.88.

In January 2020, Mallory Parrish was indicted by the Decatur County Grand Jury on one count of theft over
$1,000 and two counts of forgery.

“Our investigators noted several internal control weaknesses that contributed to this theft,” said Comptroller
Justin P. Wilson. “School support organizations, such as PTOs, are required to follow some common-sense
financial practices. These include requiring two signatures on checks, reviewing and reconciling bank
statements, and retaining supporting documentation for purchases.”

To view the investigative report, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at
800.232.5454, or file a report online at: www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline. Follow us on twitter: @ TNCOT

Media contact: John Dunn, Director of Communications, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov
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